Autotransfusion program: integrated use of different techniques.
A successful autologous program should enroll all appropriate patients, conserve homologous blood and minimise the exposure to the risks of donor blood. A program of autotransfusion and proper use of blood has been implemented since 1980 with the objectives to include all eligible patients and to transfuse autologous blood only. The following strategies were adopted: critical review of transfusion indications; control of overtransfusion; avoidance of waste; systematic and integrated use of all autotransfusion techniques currently available. Results in 1992 in elective surgery: 98% enrollment, 75% blood conservation. Exposure to homologous blood was completely avoided in 53% of the cases.